
 

Your radon questions, answered. 
 

What is radon? 

 

Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas, which is 

found - in some quantity - in all buildings. Exposure to 
high levels over a long period of time can lead to health 

issues.  

Why test schools? 

 

Simply to check that no children or staff are being 

exposed to high levels of radon gas. A similar survey 

carried out in 1989 found no problems at that time. 

How does the test work? 

 

A number of coaster sized plastic detectors were placed in 

ground floor rooms and basements for three months, 

before the data was analysed. 

What happens if an issue is 

found? 

 

Any problems found will necessitate some small scale 

remedial work.  

Why is it happening now? 

 

DEFA has a legal obligation to take a series of actions to 

limit people’s exposure to radon due to recently updated 

health and safety legislation.  

Are children at more risk than 
adults? 

 

No. The general pattern is broadly similar to that in 
adults. 

What is the harm or risk from 

radon? 

 

There is compelling evidence that long-term exposure to 

radon can increase the risk of lung cancer. 

How serious is a reading of 

300 – 950 at my child’s school? 

 

Not at all serious.  Radon levels vary considerably 

between regions and even neighbourhoods, from tens of 

Bq/m3 to many thousand Bq/m3.  In parts of England 

there are tens of thousand Bq/m3 but there is no direct 

link between these levels and lung cancer.  This is only a 

potential risk over many years of exposure and is 
exacerbated greatly in smokers (acting in synergy with 

the radon exposure).  

 

Visit https://www.ukradon.org/faq/# for further information and frequently asked questions 

regarding Radon. 

 

https://www.ukradon.org/faq/
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